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Information Packet for New Zealand Program 

 

Drop-off/Pick-up Address: 

Most students will be met at the Dunedin airport by Dave Olson or another Sparks associate. 

Those arriving separately can meet the group at the Sahara Motel at 619 George St. the morning 

of the 19th. The address of the boat club is 65 Magnet Street on the Boat Habour Reserve in 

Dunedin. Students are expected to arrive on the start date of the program – June 19. Students 

may arrive after the start date, but will miss adjusting to the program with the rest of the group.  

 

If parents desire to travel with athletes, we recommend staying in the Bluestone on George Ho-

tel while in Dunedin and planning a day to visit the Otago peninsula.  

 

Housing: 

Students live in the guesthouse of the Sahara Motel. One of the advantages of living in the 

guesthouse is we are generally the only occupants, so rowers often feel it is their home rather 

than just a place to stay for five weeks. The Sahara has single and double rooms, a living room 

with cable TV, kitchen, laundry facilities, and dining room. Additionally, the owners are very 

friendly and always present to answer questions. We recommend you see the reviews on Tripad-

visor. The hotel furnishes bedding and under our agreement students will clean their own 

rooms. 

 

There will be an adult chaperone living in or close to the Sahara; this relationship might be seen 

like a Resident Advisor in a college dormitory. Students are expected to get themselves to and 

from the boathouse (1 mile on two lane roads), and we make an effort to allow students the 

freedom to make decisions, like whether to show up to practice, eat out at a café, or take a long 

bike ride on their own. 

 

Food: 

Students will have access to breakfast at the boathouse and dinner at University College, an 

Otago University college for first-year students down the street from the Sahara. University Col-

lege (“UniCol”) enjoys having our students and the front desk staff there take note of them. That 

said, there are also supermarkets close by and a kitchen available at the Sahara. 

 

Program Ends: 

Students should plan to depart July 21. Alternate variations may be considered and we can help 

with “travel snafus”, but we consider this the “release date” from the program. 

 

Camp Phone: 

Phone Contact: +64 024 069 7693 (Dave Olson’s Mobile Phone) 

+64 27476 9377 (Glen Sinclair’s Mobile Phone) 

+64 3454 6099 (Glen Sinclair’s Home Phone) 



   

+64 21 191 3337 (Malcolm McIntyre’s Mobile Phone) 

+64 3477 1060 (OURC Phone) 

 

Travelling 

Make sure your child has a valid passport before traveling and knows their flight plan. Rowers 

will be responsible for keeping track of their own passport for the duration of the program. 

 

Most rowers will fly through Auckland to Dunedin. Transferring in Auckland is simple and will be 

explained in more detail by the Program Manager closer to the start of the program. We rec-

ommend rowers fly into Dunedin as it is the closest airport. 

 

Health and Safety 

Health services in New Zealand are socialized, though private options also exist that may be uti-

lized through insurance. Health services rendered as a result of an accident are free. We recom-

mend travel insurance in the case of a non-emergency cold or flu. 

 

The legal age for consumption in New Zealand is 18; it is not unusual for young people to be 

offered wine in the presence of adults at dinner in Kiwi households. The Kiwi athletes our stu-

dents team up with at Otago train “dry.” Alcohol is seen as a performance inhibitor and athletes 

are pursuing serious national team/Olympic dreams. Those same expectations pass down to our 

students. That said, we encourage parents to have serious conversations with their student 

about alcohol and appropriate behavior, as inappropriate behavior will be followed by conse-

quences.  

 

In terms of crime and accidents, New Zealand rates as one of the safest countries on earth – saf-

er than the US, in fact. There are no poisonous plant or animal species. One statistic puts crime 

at 1/27th of its corresponding level in the US. The community as a whole is more serious about 

taking care of each other than many American ones, which is part of the reason we have the 

program there.  

 

Outings 

There are social and activity budgets for the program. However: they do not support everything 

students are given the option to do during their time in New Zealand. For example, during the 

road trip, the program can supplement some logistical costs but others such as dining out and 

bungee jumping are on students’ own.  

 

Roommates: 

Campers are housed in double and triple rooms at the Sahara. On certain overnight “field trips”, 

they may be housed up to four in a room.  

 

Payments/Cancellations: 

Payment in full must be made at the time of registration. Refunds minus a $1,000 deposit are 

available until March 1, 2017.   

 



   

Camp Forms: 

Camp forms will be emailed out via DocuSign closer to the program start date. The Health His-

tory must be printed, filled out, and brought to New Zealand. We also recommend emailing a 

copy to Dave Payne and Dave Olson (davep@sparksconsult.com and 

dave.olson@sparksconsult.com) Make sure to fill your Goals Form out online, and have a sepa-

rate copy for yourself. 

 

Checklist of things to bring: 

Please note everyone handles the cold differently. The temperature is generally around freezing, 

though usually on the warmer side. Plan for rain, hail, snow, and sunshine…four seasons in one 

day. 

 

10 tee/button down mid-weight shirts 

10 socks, underwear  

Sunscreen (30 SPF or better)/hat/sunglasses 

Water bottle 

Pajamas  

Toiletry/personal items (towels, shampoo, etc. are furnished by the Sahara)  

4 pair long pants 

1 pair shorts 

Running shoes and sandals  

Alarm clock   

2 pair compression shirts and tights 

2-3 Rowing unisuit 

3-4 pair short rowing “trou”  

3 Fleeces, sweatshirts, etc. 

Waterproof Jacket 

“Beanie” type warm hat or equivalent 

Computer 

Cell Phone (see below) 

SAT Prep/Reading for during the Day 

Optional: 

Snow gear (gloves, goggles) if students would like to go skiing 

Hiking boots if students would like to go hiking 

 

*Extra gear will be available for sale in Dunedin if needed.  

 

Communications: 

Our lodging comes with wifi.  

 

Cell Phone Policy: All rowers are required to have a phone they can use in country. 

 

If campers own a “locked” AT&T or Verizon iPhone or equivalent, it will work in country but only 

under expensive plans ($200+). This is one option if people would like to purchase an overseas 
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data plan, then use Skype or Facetime when in wifi range to communicate on their phone and 

data-based texting apps to communicate with everyone in New Zealand outside of the hotel. 

This is probably the most comprehensive solution. 

 

A second option is to buy a cheap pre-paid phone in New Zealand at 2Degrees mobile upon 

arrival, which come with various plans for texting and calling home that are relatively cheap – 

potentially less expensive as a whole (about $60 NZD for a phone and basic plan) than the data 

package for smart phones. This is probably the simplest solution. 


